
Riverdale Primary School Religious Education Policy 

Our Vision  

We believe that Religious Education should enhance children’s awareness and 

understanding of religious beliefs, teachings and practices, as well as the influence 

religion can have on individuals, families, communities and cultures. We want to enable 

children to develop respect, sensitivity and tolerance to others, in particular for those 

whose faiths and beliefs are different from their own, whilst offering opportunities 

for personal reflection and spiritual development. 

Aims  

At Riverdale we aim for our Religious Education to allow all children to  

 Know about and understand a range of religions and worldviews 

 Express ideas and insights about the nature, significance and impact of religions 

and worldviews, so that they can:   

 Gain and deploy the skills needed to engage seriously with religions and 

worldviews, so that they can:  

 

Legal Requirement  

The Education Reform Act 1988 (ERA) states that the RE syllabus should 

reflect the fact that the religious traditions in Great Britain are in the main Christian, 

and that it should, at the same time, take account of the teachings and practices of 

other major religions. This does not include Collective Worship time as this is a 

separate requirement. 

Religious education must be taught to all registered children and young people in 

maintained schools, except those withdrawn by their parents.  

 

Teaching, Learning and Resources A range of teaching styles will be employed 

depending upon the age and ability of the children, the nature of the work and the 

learning objectives specified. The children will have the opportunity to research into 

religious topics and compare views of different faiths. We will encourage the children 

to realise the diversity of the world around them.  There will be strong curricular links 

allowing children to transfer their skills, particularly within areas of Literacy and ICT.    

We aim for each child to visit a place of worship each year to ensure they will have 

visited a place of worship from each of the 6 major world faiths by the time they leave 

Riverdale Primary School.  When children visit these places of worship we visit as 

guests and learners not as worshippers.  Additional visits and visitors may also be 

arranged to support children’s learning and understanding. 

Alongside the teaching of RE, children will also have the opportunity to find out about 

relevant religious festivals, traditions and cultural events happening in the world at 

that time.  This will be planned weekly by the RE subject leader and distributed to 

class teachers.  Links to the RE curriculum will therefore be further enhanced. 



Resources 

Resources are available in school, which are organised in boxes according to the 

religion.  These are currently held in the library area.  The use of iPads are encouraged, 

particularly for independent research. 

Planning 

Planning will be taken from the new Curriculum Framework for Religious Education in 

England October 2013. A medium term plan will be set out with the key areas and 

religions to be covered. From this, relevant activities will be planned.  The RE subject 

leader will provide useful activities, web links and resources for class teachers. 

Assessment 

Children’s work will be marked according to the marking policy and children will edit as 

appropriate.  Samples from across the key stages will be kept to demonstrate 

standards expected.  Children’s understanding and skills in RE will be assessed using the 

progression grids in the new curriculum for what children should be able to know, 

understand and explain at the end of each key stage.  

The Role of the RE coordinator. 

One member of staff is delegated to;- 

 Play lead role in the development of R.E. practice through the school; 

 Be the collection and dissemination point for information about R.E.; 

 Be responsible for resources. 

 Offer direct/indirect support to staff as appropriate; 

 Assess staff development needs and highlight any appropriate training; 

 To monitor medium term planning to ensure high quality of R.E.; 

 To monitor the teaching and learning of R.E. through focused lesson observations in 

line with the school’s rolling programme; 

 To monitor and report on the standards reached by children in R.E.; 

 


