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Reading Policy  
 

At Riverdale we aim for all our children to read with confidence, fluency and 

understanding.   

We believe equal opportunities are a basic right and that every child must 

receive the highest quality learning opportunities regardless of their ability, 

gender, ethnicity or home background. 

 

As a school we believe in the following values 

• Reading for enjoyment, developing imagination, inventiveness and critical 

awareness.  

• Reading is a life skill that enables pupils to become successful and valuable 

members of society.  

  

We teach reading in school through a cross-

curricular and practical approach. This is 

carried out indoors and outdoors throughout all 

areas of learning. We believe that children 

should have real and relevant opportunities to 

practise reading skills. Children should be 

taught reading through structured and 

independent activities and challenges. 

 

  

We believe that children learn to read through a combination 

of phonics teaching, comprehension and inference skills, 1:1 

reading, shared reading and real application of reading skills.  

We ensure that children have access to lots of different 

genres and types of texts. 

We use a variety of kinaesthetic approaches, Letters and 

sounds activities, Read Write Inc, guided reading and whole 

class shared texts. All of our books in school are book banded 

to support appropriate reading levels. 
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We assess reading skills throughout the year through observations, work 

books, annotation of planning notes, peer and self evaluations and evidence 

that is compiled on the 2 Build APP. Children in Years 2 and 6 also complete 

SATS tasks at the end of the year. 

 

As a school, we believe that the active support and involvement of parents is 

crucial to children achieving their potential in reading. Regular parent 

meetings are held to promote reading. We strongly encourage reading 3-4 

times a week at home, developing reading champions and competitions and we 

celebrate specific authors and genres of books. 

 
 

Role of the Subject Leader 

 

o Play lead role in the development of reading practice through the school; 

o Be the collection and dissemination point for information about reading 

across EYFS, KS1 and KS2 

o Carry out resource audits and order resources that are needed 

o Offer direct/indirect coaching to staff, students and parents as 

appropriate 

o Assess staff development needs and highlight any appropriate training 

o To monitor reading overviews to ensure high quality of reading across the 

curriculum 

o To monitor the teaching, learning and application of reading across school 

o To monitor the standards reached by children in reading through 

milestones 

o To evaluate the achievement of cohorts across the school and use this 

information to add to the overall school improvement drive 
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