
Riverdale Primary School Writing Policy 

 

The overarching aim for writing at Riverdale Primary School is to promote high 

standards of literacy by equipping pupils with a strong command of written language, 

and to develop a knowledge, understanding and enjoyment of writing in different 

contexts.  

At Riverdale Primary School we aim for children to: 

 Develop a knowledge and understanding of a rich and varied range of text types. 

 Understand grammatical and linguistic conventions of written and spoken 

language. 

 Develop the essential skills they need to become effective writers. 

We understand that writing is integral to all learning and is an essential life skill. At 

Riverdale Primary School we teach writing skills through different genres in subject 

specific lessons and provide opportunities to practise the skills they have been taught 

across the curriculum in meaningful contexts  at least 2-3 times every week. 

We believe equal opportunities are a basic right and that every child must receive the 

highest quality learning opportunities regardless of their ability, gender, ethnicity or 

home background. 

How We Teach Writing 

In Nursery the environment is rich with possibilities for communication and writing 

through structured play activities and independent learning tasks. Children have short 

focused teaching sessions focussing on  stage One of Letters and Sounds and Read, 

Write Inc. Mark making is encouraged in both  inside and outside environments and 

areas of learning. In addition to this Specific  writing areas are always available in 

Foundation Stage and Key Stage 1 to give the children an opportunity to experiment 

with writing and writing materials.  

Groups from reception onwards are streamed in ability groups for daily lessons in 

writing. Within foundation stage and KS1 the focus of any writing is directly linked to 

the graded Read Write Inc book the children are currently reading. In Key Stage 2 

children have a daily basic skills lesson which teaches specific elements of grammar and 

items from the writing checklist linked to the expectations for their ability.  Once 

these items have been secured they will be dated and put onto the class writing 

checklist.  Once dated this item will be expected to be seen in all other writing the 

child completes. 



The basic skills lesson is then followed by a genre specific lesson to teach how to write 

in different ways All teachers ensure that there is a range of genres being taught 

throughout each half term and ensure that genres are revised regularly throughout the 

year and applied in meaningful contexts in topic work. 

Focused marking informs the child of things that they are doing well and identifies 

areas for improvement directly linked to the writing checklist expectations.  Time is 

built into the start of each lesson to allow children to read and respond to marking and 

improve their work. 

Purple Writing 

‘Purple Writing’ takes place fortnightly (45 minutes in KS2 and building up to 30 

minutes for KS1) and provides children with an opportunity to revisit a variety of 

genres to practise and apply their ‘writing checklist’ independently of support from the 

teacher. For Assessment purposes this focused piece of work is recorded in individual 

files and ‘Purple Writing’ books. These books remain with the children as they progress 

through school.  

Teachers use this work to assess children’s progress in writing using both the APP 

assessment sheets and SATs marking scheme to attain a grade and  to identify next 

steps for progress. These targets are  shared with the children in oral and written 

form.  

Our reception children are assessed in the Summer Term using the Foundation Stage 

Profile in preparation of KS1 entry.  

Spelling 

Spelling is practised in KS1 through a combination of read, write inc activities and 

phonic sessions.  In years 2 – 4 teacher's use Read Write Inc to formulate spelling 

groups and children regularly review ‘green’ and ‘red’ words in basic skills sessions. In 

years 3-4 children regularly revisit and learn spellings with families of graphemes, 

diagraphs, split di-graphs, suffixes and prefixes as part of basic skills sessions.  

Spelling key words are part of our homework, children are provided with an appropriate 

list of words to be learnt over a term on an ongoing basis.  Each child from year 1 to 6 

has a weekly spelling test form the spellings provided for homework.  

Handwriting 

Nursery provides a wide range of activities to develop finger and hand muscles. 

Readwrite Inc rhymes are used to reinforce correct letter formation. 



Each year group has expectations in handwriting explained to develop first print and 

then a cursive style. Children practise handwriting within basic skills lessons. 

Assessment and Monitoring  

Writing is assessed each half term and results moderated in teams. These teams 

include both Teachers and Teaching Assistants.  

Role of Writing Subject Leader 

One member of the senior leadership team is delegated to;- 

 Play lead role in the development of writing  practice through the school; 

 Be the collection and dissemination point for information about writing.; 

 Offer direct/indirect support to staff as appropriate; 

 Assess staff development needs and highlight any appropriate training; 

 To monitor medium term planning to ensure high quality of writing.; 

 To monitor the teaching and learning of writing. through focused lesson observations 

in line with the school’s rolling programme; 

 To monitor the standards reached by children in writing.; 

 To use the assessment information to evaluate the achievement of groups across the 

school. 

 To feed evaluation information into school improvement priorities . 

 

 

 

 

 


