
Museum in your Classroom 

Exhibition title/s: Museum in the Classroom  

School name Riverdale Primary   Year group/s Y4/Y5  

Topic/theme Transport (Y4) WW1 (Y5)  

Curriculum areas covered History, Literacy, D&T, Art, ICT 

What we did to find out about our topic and create our exhibition 
We linked with local musuems in the area (Darlington Railway/Iron stone) The link staff 
helped us to plan trips for the children and sessions in school to explore artefacts that the 
children wouldn’t otherwise have chance to see. 
We used the Made in the Tees Valley website to find out about stimulus – Painting the 
‘bombardment of Hartlepool’ as hooks for the local area. 
We looked at the Making a mark indicators and applied them to our planning to ensure 
the planned learning was not engaging but relevant to the children with a specific link to 
local history.  
We asked the children their opinions on the topic before starting and areas they would 
like to find out about. We then culminated all the information and planned the topic to fit 
the 4 week time scale. This involved being ruthless and ensure there were no tenuous links 
and again ensured it went back to the suggested indictors.  

Our exhibition included ………………………… 
Transport 
QR quizzes and information sheets using I pads. 
Green Screen I pad videos of children sharing information in costume / as a character 
Biographies of Local people 
Non-Chronological reports  
Information leaflets (about transport)  
Lego trains (created in after school lego club) with coding to make it run. 
The children as curators 
Time lines with pictures and information cards for visitors to order  

WW1 
Letters Home from soldiers 
Captions/information cards about artefacts (borrowed from the museum and displayed 
alongside)  
Poppies that had been sewn  
Art work of poppies  
Slide show images of the first world war 
Photographs of the children’s visit to Skinning grove and the local area history with 
information texts written by the children 
How WW1 affected the local area Marske, Skinning grove, Redcar 
Games/interactive activities made by the children for the visitors: A Mistry object 
borrowed from the museum What could this be? Why do you think that?, Board games,  
The children as curators   



How our students benefited from taking this approach 
This approach was of so much benefit to the children. It allowed the children to make a 
real sense of their learning and gave purpose to the learning, something which the 
children were amazed at with regards to what they discovered about the local area. That 
purpose and meaningfulness meant that engagement of children was higher than I had 
seen in previous topics and their interest levels in their local area was improved as well. 
The children developed a real sense of ownership through the work leading up to and 
during the exhibition and this was evidenced throughout their interactions with visitors and 
in their work in the classroom. 
Quality of work was enhanced considerably and children took real pride in their work, 
knowing it was to be displayed and used in the exhibition and they wanted to do well 
and show off their knowledge and understanding of the topic. 
Their insight into planning, designing and creating work also developed well as they saw a 
topic through from start to finish. 
A range of curriculum skills were developed and links made across subjects, which again 
gave real purpose and meaning to the learning. The children could apply this learning to 
their lives now and knowledge and understanding showed good results and a range of 
skills and links between Literacy and History were made. 
As well as academic improvements and developments, children’s social and emotional 
skills were also impacted upon. Their cooperation and collaboration skills showed good 
progress and the children were able to demonstrate empathy, especially with the lives of 
the people who stayed behind in the local area during WW1. 
One major impact I saw was the confidence of the children during the exhibition grow 
massively. When they were interacting with visitors, the knowledge they shared, the way 
they communicated and drew in visitors and the way they composed themselves was 
fantastic. 
The children were also so proud of themselves and the work they had produced for the 
exhibition. 

How we used the MaM online resources  
We were part of the initial project and so were directed to the online resources. We used 
these to plan from and as a main focus for the whole local area exhibition. These 
resources formed the focus for the individual Literacy and History sessions and for the 
focus during the museum visit. Resources were easy to access and use in lessons. We also 
used the ideas given from these resources for interacting with paintings and with artefacts 
as well. Wish I had known about them before! 

What support we got from Heritage Schools and how we used it 

What the impact has been on our planning and teaching 
Due to the success of the exhibition, the quality of work and the positive attitudes of 
children, we have been working together to incorporate the main ideas from this across 
the school. The Humanities team have led staff CPD on the use of the MaM indicators and 
have linked these to NC and Milestone coverage to ensure all History and Geography 
topics, where appropriate, use these as the basis for planning and to ensure coverage is 
appropriate and shows progression and continuity in knowledge, understanding and 
skills..  
The links to the local museums etc are also being pushed out to staff, as the use of 
artefacts/ museum visits etc are essential in continuing the successes of the original 
exhibition. A rolling programme/ timetable has been pushed out to staff as well, so that 



across the year, all classes are producing an exhibition, appropriate to the age and stage 
of the children. 

Top tips for other teachers 
Use the MaM resources. 
Get in touch with museums- they have so much to offer schools. 
Keep it realistic and within an achievable time frame- don’t try and do too much! 
Really get the children involved in the planning of the topic and the exhibition not just 
them doing what you have told them! 

!  


